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The Bay of Tonkin Investigation 


In all the debate about the Bay on Tonkin incident and 
the Congressional resolution, I have been amazed at the apparent 
total public ignorance about the resignation of Deputy -Assistant 
Secretary A1 Friedman, Deputy for Viet-Nam at the time. 

I was deputy asssistant secretary in ISA. At the time 
of the incodent. President Johnson and Mr MacNamara directed 
Mr A1 Friedman, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
International Security Affairs for South East Asia to fly 
immediately to the two destroyers off Vietnam, to cross examine 
everyone and anyone about what happened and to return immediately 
to report to the President. 

Mr Friedman flew direct to Clark and then was flown 
by helicopter to the deck of the two destroyers where he 
conducted interviews and then flew directly back to Washington 
where he reported immediately to President Johnson and McNamara 
in the president's office. He resigned his job within 24-48 
hours . 

I do not know what he found or what was said. I do know 
that the sense of the insiders in ISA at the time was that no one 
knew whether there were any torpedos fired first or not. Mr 
Friedman in a private conversation with me told me that I ought 
to plan to leave as he was doing. 
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